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TREES damaged from over-
feeding by possums will be
protected as part of a strat-
egy to manage lost foliage.

The Mornington Penin-
sula Shire, in partnership
with Mt Eliza Association
for Environmental Care, has
launched a program that
will see bands placed around
the trunks of vulnerable
trees and select pruning of
branches to minimise
damage.

The shire is also offering
specially grown seedlings to
residents who have lost
trees due to possum damage.

A recent investigation
found tree species including
swamp gum, narrow-leaf
peppermint, manna gum
and snow gum in the Mt
Eliza area had cases of tree

foliage damage caused by
possum feeding.

Mt Eliza Association for
Environmental Care rep-
resentative Des Berry said
while the trees were import-
ant for fauna, overfeeding
on vulnerable trees could
cause irreparable damage.

“It is important to protect
key specimens from possum
over-browsing,” he said.

“Possums have an abun-
dance of vegetation and this
program aims to protect in-
dividual trees, while offer-
ing residents an alternative
tree to plant as habitat for
native animals.”

Briars Ward Councillor
Bev Colomb said the shire’s
installation of the guards on
selected trees would prevent
possum access, protecting
those trees and giving them
a chance to regenerate.

“To date the protected
trees have responded and
are in good health,” she said.

Brenda Marmion of Crys-

tal Ocean Wildlife Shelter in
Dromana said she encour-
aged people to plant more
native trees in their gardens
to help indigenous wildlife.

“I believe people have a re-
sponsibility to look after our
local wildlife,’’ she said. “We
need to learn to live with
them and be proactive in
helping them.”

If your trees have been af-
fected by possums and you
would like a free seedling,
please visit the Shire Nur-
sery at The Briars, Nepean
Highway, Mt Martha.

Details: 5974 8417.

MT ELIZA

PROGRAM TO PROTECT VULNERABLE AND DAMAGED TREES

Possums’ diet to be reduced
Sharon Green

OFF THE MENU

A POLICE operation target-
ing road users on Beach Rd
detected a “staggering” 150
offences a day.

Operation Amulet ran on
the busy arterial road and
popular cycling route over
three weekends and was
aimed at promoting the safe-
ty of cyclists, motorcyclists
and pedestrians.

Police have described the
885 offences detected over
the six days as “staggering”.

Car and truck drivers were
responsible for 669 of those of-
fences, while 147 bicycle offen-
ces, 62 motorcycle offences 
and seven pedestrian offences 
were recorded. 

Among the offences were 70
drivers using mobile phones, 
50 cyclists disobeying signs, 
and 37 cyclists with no helmet.

Victoria Police state bicy-
cle and vulnerable road users
co-ordination unit Sergeant
Arty Lavos said the results 
were disappointing.

“It was disturbing to find a
minority of people appeared
to think the road rules didn’t
apply to them and took risks,
not only to their own safety,
but the safety of others,” Sgt
Lavos said.

POLICE

Cops nab
drivers in
road blitz

BONEO Maze and Mini Golf
Centre has a range of school
holiday activities for kids to
enjoy this Easter.

Visitors can look forward
to outdoor events, family ac-
tivities, live roving, theatre
and a chance to explore the
beautiful gardens and wet-
lands of one of the Morning-
ton Peninsula’s best kept
secrets.

Key events include:
■ April 18-21: Easter pro-

gram including craft activi-
ties, basket making, egg
hunts and prizes.
■ April 19: Mad Hatter’s

Tea Party, with special
lunch and interactive per-
formances. Starts at
12.30pm.
■ April 20: A Pocketful of

Joy musical theatre adven-
ture for children ready to go
on a quest. Performances at
11am and 2pm.

The Boneo Maze and Golf
Course Centre is open
10am-6pm daily at 695 Lime-
stone Rd, Fingal.

Details and bookings,
phone 5988 6385 or you can
visit boneomazeandmini
golf.com.au

BONEO

Maze will 
fill with 
wonder

The Boneo Maze will host a Mad Hatters Tea Party on April 19. Hazel 6 and Morgan Wittingslow skip through the maze.

The shire’s nursery has grown 
more than 4000 tree 
seedlings including black 
wattle, blackwood, black she-
oak and drooping she-oak 
which are indigenous to Mt 
Eliza and less likely to be 
eaten by possums.
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Do you have a possum
problem in your
garden? Tell us at
facebook.com/

morningtonleader

CELEBRATE

Mother’s Day

Bookings essential: 

5985 2277

Book now for Lunch

Sunday 11th May

Free Baileys Irish 

Cream on ice 

for every mum!

Mother’s Day 

Hamper to be won

SPORTS 

BAR

Lunch & Dinner 

served 7 days a week

Full TAB facilities

with great 

tradies 

Lunches

2415 Pt Nepean Rd,  

Rye Beach

Ph 5985 2277

www.ryehotel.com.au

  FULL TAB FACILITIES

 WEDDINGS

 CONFERENCES 

 FUNCTIONS

 FAMILY BISTRO

 PLAY ZONE

  LIVE FOX FOOTY

Come and enjoy a 
cofee or glass of 

wine on our balcony

Come in for breakfast

EastEr sunday and the 

kids can join the 

EastEr Egg Hunt at 10am in 

the garden courtyard 

Bookings Essential 

Call: 5985 2277

05NEWS


