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The Fort Tunnels
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Point Nepean is one of Victoria's most beautiful natural landscapes.  
Its rich history has played an important role in shaping the early 
settlement, quarantine and defence of Victoria.  The park is 560 
hectares and located at the very tip of the Mornington Peninsula, with 
outstanding coastal scenery and panoramic views of Bass Strait, 
the Rip and Port Phillip.  Visitors can explore the military forts and 
tunnels, discover the historic Quarantine Station, view the memorial 
where Prime Minister Harold Holt went missing and enjoy the coastal 
environment which is home to native Australian wildlife.

Point Nepean is part of Boonwurrung country.  The Boonwurrung 
people lived on and around Point Nepean for thousands of years 
gathering shellfish and other foods along the coastline.  The 
interaction with early settlers and ceremony make it an important 
place. Extensive shell middens are reminders of their enduring 
association.

Shepherd's Hut located in the Quarantine Station is one of the earliest 
intact limestone buildings in Victoria.  Its cellar dates back to 1854.

The Quarantine Station is the second oldest permanent building of its 
kind (1952-1980).  The site later became home to the Officer Cadet 
School (1952-1985) and School of Army Health (1985-1998).

The entrance to Port Phillip Bay was the most heavily forted port of 
the British Empire.  There are many Colonial and Commonwealth 
structures from 1880s-1940s located around the Park.  Fort Nepean 
is considered to be one of the best examples in Australia of a major 
fort complex exhibiting the changes in military engineering through 
the 19th and 20th centuries.

The remnant flora and fauna of Point Nepean is of very high 
significance.  A remote and protected location, it is home to the 
White-footed Dunnart, Long-nosed Bandicoot, Black Wallaby, 
Singing Honeyeater, Blue-winged Parrot and Hooded Plover.

Cheviot Hill is the Park's highest point and contains World War II 
fortifications.  It overlooks Cheviot Beach, the site where former 
Australian Prime Minister Harold Holt disappeared without a trace in 
December 1967.  A memorial is located about 500m further along 
Defence Road from Cheviot Hill.

Cannons

Port Nepean National Park
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Wilson’s Folly Track
Range Area Walk
Gunners Cottage
Pearce Barracks, Fort Pearce and Eagles Nest
Fort Nepean
Bay Beach Walk

Fort Nepean Gun Emplacement

Gun Emplacement

Point Nepean from the staircase at Fort Nepean

Guide Excerpts from Parks Victoria, Point Nepean National Park
Visit  www.parks.vic.gov.au

Photos by Geoff Watt

Point Nepean National Park  |  End of Point Nepean Road, Portsea
Open everyday                                                     
Cars can enter Park 8am to 5pm (extended summer hours)
Melways Ref: 156 C2


